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The theatre of the West is the last stronghold of realism. No one treats painting or music as mere

transcripts of life. But even pioneers of stage-reform in France and Germany appear to regard the

theatre as belonging to life and not to art. The play is an organized piece of human experience

which the audience must as far as possible be allowed to share with the actors.
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This translation of Noh plays by Arthur Waley is by now far out of date. Still, the translations are

competent and the book gives a good cross-section of some 15 Noh plays that at the time were

totally unknown in the West. Definitely worth owning, as some plays in the volume are not available

elsewhere in English translation.

I first discoved this book on the shelves of my high school's library. I picked it up and started reading

it. I was hooked. This is the best book i have ever read. I would highly reccomend it to anyone,

especily those interested in the Japanse No Dramas.
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